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Abstract

Public perception of early marriage has many variations. The education level is factors
which influence it. Aims of this research are to description’s differences public
perception of early marriage based on education level. The method was ex-post facto
with a threedesign. The population is the community of Sidojadi, Kecamatan Bukit
Malintang, Kabupaten Mandailing Natal, consists of 888 people and samples were 276
people. The instrumentis a perception of public about early mirage by using Likert scale
model andreliability test is 0.910. Data were analyzed by using the descriptive statistics
and ANOVA. The result of this research shows that there is a significant difference of
public perception about early marriage based on the education level.

Keywords: perception of public, education level.

@ ® This is an open access article distributed under the Creative Commons 4.0 Attribution License, which permits unrestricted use, distribution,
r and reproduction in any medium, provided the original work is properly cited. ©2018 by author and Faculty of education, Universitas Negeri
Padang.

Introduction

Humans are social beings who need a partner to get on with life, one through marriage. Marriage
is the birth and inner bond of a man with a woman as husband and wife with the aim of forming a
happy family (household) based on the Supreme Godhead (Marriage Law of 1974). Individuals must
maintain the continuity of marriage, in order to be a happy family and get offspring; maintaining the
continuity of individual marriage must have a purpose to marry. The purpose of marriage is to meet
basic human needs, relationship man and women in realizing a happy family with the basis of love
and affection with following the provisions that have been set up by law (Sardi, 2016).

Married couples must have a mature and mature mindset to keep the household happy and
defend until death separates. The ideal age of married women is 21-25 years and men 25-28 years
(Dlori, 2005; Roqib, 2010; Sari, 2013), because at that age the female reproductive organs are physically
well developed, strong and ready to give birth, as well as men at the age of 25-28, will be ready to
sustain the life of his family. however in fact, many men and women get married early. Married at a
young age is called an early marriage.

Early marriage cases occur in many different backgrounds. The United Nations Children's Fund
(UNICEF) found that early marriage is often found in Middle Eastern and South Asian societies and
some sub-Saharan African communities (UNICEF, 2005). In South Asia, there are 9.7 million girls or
48% married under the age of 18, and in Africa by 42% (Pediatri, 2009). The Central Bureau of
Statistics (BPS, 2016) found 34.2% of married women under the age of 20 years and men 11.9%, while
the ages of women giving birth between the ages of 13-18 years reached 18% and marriages under the
age of 18 reached 49%. Social analysis indicates that early marriage is one of the obstacles to improve
the quality of Human Resources (HR). Data from the Office of Religious Affairs (KUA) of Mandailing
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Natal District found that the number of adolescents who married early under 20 years in 2016 was
273 (29.08%) of 945 married. Sidojadi is the highest village to conduct an early marriage in Bukit
Malintang sub-district, Mandailing Natal Regency, which is 70 (25,70%) from 276 married couples.
The average population of Sidojadi has a junior high school level and works as a farmer.

Observations of researchers in the village Sidojadi Bukit Malintang District, Mandailing Natal
District on September 2, 2016, some teenagers under the age of 20 many who married early. This
happens because, among other things, teenagers experience failure in their education due to
pregnancy out of wedlock and parents marry off children to cover up the family's disgrace. Many
teenagers whose parents cannot afford to send their children to higher levels, so when there is a
proposal to apply his daughter immediately accepted the application, although his son is still in
secondary education. Most teenagers are married early in Sidojadi village after Idul Fitri and Idul
Adha, as many nomads apply for young women to be taken abroad. The parents who get the
proposal feel proud because he thinks his son's life will be changed and fulfilled. Though early
marriage is vulnerable to divorce and Domestic Violence (KDRT). Not a few teenagers who get
married early few months are divorced (Djamilah & Kartikawati, 2016; Mustika, 2016).

Many views of society related to early marriage. Some people consider early marriage is a natural
thing, but some people think early marriage can hamper the development of children to optimize
their ability in achieving ideals so that perceptions appear to marriage early in society both positive
and negative. Perception is a person's knowledge and belief in judging an object (Foedjiawati &
Semuel, 2009; Nagul, Yusuf & Syahniar, 2013). Perception is the judgment that a person gives to a
particular object or event (Azhar, Daharnis, & Sukmawati, 2013). Based on these opinions can be
concluded perception is a person's perspective on the object he sees.

Someone married early due to several factors. The factors driving early marriage are economic
factors (Caldwell, 2005; Heckman, 2011; Stang, 2011; Astuty , 2013; Yunita, 2014; Fadlyana, Larasaty,
& Pediatri, 2016; Sardi, 2016), education (Fantuzzo, Tighe, & Childs, 2000; Kurnianingtyas , 2009;
Afifah, 2011; Qibtiyah , 2015; Fadlyana, Larasaty, & Pediatri, 2016; Sardi, 2016; Dwinanda, Wijayanti,
& Werdani, 2017; Rahman, 2017), parents (Yunita, 2014; Sardi, 2016) and cultural (Billari, Philipov, &
Baizan, 2001; Aryanti, 2014; Sardi, 2016). The low economic capacity can be seen from the livelihoods
of the local people who on average as agricultural laborers and women only become housewives.
Parents who cannot afford to pay for life and school sometimes allow children to get married early
(Sardi, 2016).

Education and knowledge have a relationship with early marriage. Teenagers who have mothers
with low education are more prone to early marriage than teenagers who have mothers with higher
education (Dwinanda, Wijayanti, & Werdani, 2017). Research conducted by Vasanth, Ilayaraja &
Ramya (2015) found that there is no relationship between knowledge with the incidence of early
marriage.

Based on the above opinion there is a difference of opinion about the factors that affect early
marriage, namely the level of education. The existence of these differences of opinion invites
researchers to conduct research on the public perception of early marriage in terms of education level.
The purpose of this study to describe differences in public perceptions about early marriage d from

the level of education.

Method

This study used a quantitative approach of comparative descriptive type. The study population
was 888 people and the sample was 276 people. Sampling using Proportional Random Sampling
technique. The instrument of this research is Likert scale with reliability equal to 0,910. To know the
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difference of public perception about early marriage in terms of education level analyzed using
analysis of variance (ANOVA).

Result and Discussion
Description of Public Perception Data on Early Marriage based on education level

The difference of public perception about early marriage in terms of education level as a whole is
obtained from respondents amounting to 276 people. Here is a description of the public perception
data about early marriage as a whole.

Table 1. Description of Public Perception Data on Early Marriage based on education

level (n=276)

Hisher
Education

All of thherm

Based on Table 1, it can be understood that the public perception of early marriage in terms of
education level is in the Medium category (M). The findings can be interpreted that community
support for early marriage is in the medium category, meaning that people consider early marriage is
quite natural.

Testing Data Analysis Requirements

Normality tests the public perception of early marriage has Asyimp's score. Sig. 0.430 which are
greater than the specified significant level of 0.05. This means that the variable data of public
perception about early marriage normal distribution. Next, test homogeneity the public perception of
early marriage has Asyimp's score. Sig. ie 0,561 which are bigger than the significant level that has
been set 0,05. That is, the variable data of public perception about early marriage in terms of
education level has the same or homogeneous variance.

Hyphotesis Testing

Tabel 2. Summary of Anava

Score of Public Perception
Data on Eary Mamage
based on educationlevel

9005,040)| 31,056 | 2 | 0,000 Significan

Based on Table 2 can be drawn the conclusion there is a significant difference of public
perception about early marriage in terms of education level. This is shown by Sig. 0.000 which are
smaller than 0.05.
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Perceptions of the Public about Early Marriage Viewed from the Level of Education and the
Difference

The result of data analysis is known that public perception about early marriage is viewed from
the level of education as a whole that is primary, middle and high education is in the Medium
category (M), meaning that society considers early marriage is normal. Primary education is at the
highest percentage compared with the level of secondary and higher education; a society that
considers early marriage a reasonable thing is the society of the level of basic education.

There is a significant difference of public perception about early marriage in terms of education
level, namely primary education, secondary education and higher education. After further testing,
there is a significant difference between primary and secondary education and higher education,
whereas secondary and tertiary education is no different. When viewed from the level of education,
the community level of primary education considers early marriage is a natural thing. This means
that the higher the education of a person then the mindset will also change towards early marriage.

Education has a very important function of transforming human assets into human capital,
improving human quality (social, spiritual, intellectual and professional). The higher a person's
education the greater his desire to delay marriage (Ihromi, 2004). A person who has a high level of
education will know the information on reproductive health, a good marriage age and know the
impact of early marriage (Emilia & Wahyuni, 2007). The low level of education will affect the mindset
of a person and can not distinguish the right and wrong of the well (UNICEF, 2005, Agustian, 2013).
The level of education and knowledge leads to early marriage. Low level of education will result in
information that should be received will be disconnected (Desiyanti, 2015, Qibtiyah, 2015). The low
level of parental education makes low knowledge of the impact of early marriage, both in terms of
legal, psychological, and biological children; parents do not feel guilty to marry off their children at
any age (Kertamuda, 2009, Dwinanda, Wijayanti, & Werdani, 2017).

Low levels of community education lead to narrow knowledge and insight, so the consequences of
reproductive health caused by early marriage are unthinkable. Society considers birth is a natural
process of mediocrity (Homzah & Sulaeman, 2007). The main cause of early marriage is low access to
education, especially for girls, the economy is lacking, and poverty ( Nepal, 2012, Sabirin, 2017;
Pandaleke, Raule, & Tumurang, 2017). Knowledge is an important factor that can affect one's
behavior (Khomsatun, Trisnawati, & Pantiawati, 2012; Zakiyyah & Kes, 2015; Dwinanda, Wijayanti, &
Werd ani, 2017). The results of research and supported the opinion of some experts assert that the
level of education affects the insight, perspective or assessment of society about early marriage. The
higher a person's level of education then his understanding of the negative impact of early marriage
will be better and will ultimately avoid early marriage.

Conclusion

The findings obtained in this study, it can be concluded that the public perceptions of early
marriage viewed from the level of primary, secondary and high education are in the medium
category; there is a significant difference where the average score of primary education is higher than
the level of secondary education and the level of higher education. This means that the basic
education level society considers early marriage is a natural thing compared with the community
level of secondary education and higher education. Implementation of counseling services is expected
to consider different levels of education in setting priorities for service goals
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